
 

 

Weekly Circuit Rider 
Columbus First United Methodist Church 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Chancel Choir rehearses on 

Tuesdays at 6 pm 

in the Sanctuary! 

Join us for Re-Worship! 
(alternative service) 

Sundays  
11 AM — Fellowship 
11:15 AM — Service 

 
First UMC Outreach Center! 

 

This Sunday’s Peanut & Stretch 
OƯering goes to 

Region 5—APACE. 

Finding the Calendar 

Some parishioners had difficulty  loading  the 
calendar  from  last week’s  Circuit  Rider.  The 
QR code below will  load  the website’s main 
page to your phone. Once that happens: 
 
1) Click on the three  liƩle horizontal bars  in 

the upper  right-hand corner. You will  see 
a menu. 

2) Click  on  the  word  calendar  and  scroll 
down to the date you want. 

3) Click on the event for details. 



 

 

What’s Happening 

 

 

September 22 / CreaƟon StaƟon 
at First UMC 

 

September 25/Pizza Ranch Tip Night 
5—8 PM (Support the Alaska Youth 

Mission Team 
 

September 28/Dr Charles Murithi 
preaches at 8:00 and 10:30 

  GriefShare to start 
September 22 

The  13-week  GriefShare series  will  run  Monday, 
9/22 through Monday, 12/15, also at 4 PM. All ses-
sions are one and a half hours long and have accom-
panying  videos  and workbook. No maƩer who you 
are grieving  the  loss of or what  stage of  your grief 
you are in, all are   welcome. You will find love and 
community.  ConfidenƟality  is  a  must.  Contact  the 
Church Office  at  402-564-8463  or  Dee Kinkaid at 
402-564-6599  or  402-360-1834  for  further  infor-
maƟon or to sign up.  

 

Serendipity Groups are Forming! 
 
What’s  a  Serendipity  Group?  It’s  a  small 
group  of  6-10  people  who  meet  once  a 
week  for  six  weeks  in  a  home  or  at  the 
church or Outreach Center. Each 1-1 ½ hour 
session features Ɵme for sharing our stories, 
study  of  a  Bible  passage  and  prayer.  These 
sessions  have  also  been  known  to  offer 
snacks/dessert,  lots of  laughter, meaningful 
friendships, and deepening faith.  
  
To sign up or for more informaƟon, you can 
call the Church Office (402-564-8463), Anne 
Kallesen  (402-909-4088)  or  Sarah  Borgman 
(402-270-2372). Please let us know the days 
and Ɵmes that work best for you so that we 
can  begin  puƫng  the  groups  together.  You 
are  welcome  to  bring  friends  who  are  not 
members of the church. All are welcome.  

 

A Change to Our Sunday Morning 
Services — No Circle at the End 

 

As cold and flu  season  is upon us,  the 
Worship  and  Evangelism  CommiƩee 
decided  that  we  should  disconƟnue 
making  the  circle  at  the  end  of  our 
downtown Sunday services. 

Jan-Aug  2025 Weekly Average 166 

      
September 2025 Services Attended 

      
    Sunday Services   

Date 
Weds 
JAM 8am 

10:3
0 Re..W 

Week's 
Total 

7-Sep 27 33 100 17 177 

14-Sep 25 35 72 35 167 

21-Sep     0 

28-Sep     0 

Month's 
Total 52 68 172 52 344 

      

  Weekly Average 172 



 

 

Laity Zoom MeeƟng Opportunity 
 
The Conference Lay Servant Strategy Team is inviƟng everyone across the Great Plains confer-
ence to join us in the acƟviƟes for the “October 2025 Laity Month—Growing Together in 
God’s Grace.”  
 
Andy MarƟn, who serves on the Conference Lay Servant Strategy Team, would like to extend 
an invitaƟon to those interested in exploring the possibility of a covenant process by joining 
together for quarterly meeƟngs. Andy will host a Zoom meeƟng on Thursday, September 
25th at 7:00 pm Central Time. The agenda will be to review the 2025 laity month calendar. 
Andy would also like to spend some Ɵme centering on the covenant prayer liturgy presented 
in the Book of Discipline. This covenant celebrates how we are all members of the Body of 
Christ. It is a way we can connect with God and with each other.  
 
We know not everyone will be able to join us in the Zoom meeƟng. We do hope that you 
share this calendar with your congregaƟons and invite them to Grow in Grace with you.  
 

If you have any quesƟons at all about this invitaƟon, please contact. Jeanie Leeper 
at jleeper@greatplainsumc.org.  

 

Zoom Invite link 
Topic: Growing Together in God's Grace 
Time: Sep 25, 2025 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom MeeƟng 
hƩps://zoom.us/j/91707048603 
 

MeeƟng ID: 917 0704 8603 

The  Food  Pantry  needs  egg cartons! If 
you  have  empty  egg  cartons,  please 
bring them to the church and put  them 
on the Mission Market stand. 



 

 



 

 

Help our church be seen and heard! 
We’re looking for a few more people to run 
sound and livestream our services. Training 
provided! Contact the Church Office if you 

would like to parƟcipate. 

To anyone with 
musical abiliƟes ... 

We  are  always  looking  for  special    
music  presenters!  Soloists,  duets,  
trios  or  other  small  groups  —     
vocal  or  Instrumental.  Please   
contact  the  church  office  at  402-
564-8463 to  let  us  know  you’re   
interested and we’ll get something 
set up! 

Service Assistants 
 

It  takes  a  dedicated  group  of  people 
each  week  to  ensure  that  our  church 
services run smoothly. If you would be 
willing to serve as a greeter, commun-
ion assistant or  sound board operator, 
please  contact  Lisa  Nielsen  in  the 
church office to learn more! 

 

                               
                                Tuesday Morning 
                                      Bible Study 
 
                                    Tuesday mornings 
                                9:30—10:30 AM 
                            Church Chapel Parlor 
 
 
 
 

ALL are welcome!  No prior Bible 
knowledge required. Come and grow in 
your faith! 

An  ACH  (Automated  Clearing 
House)  payment  from  your 
bank  account  is  a  convenient, 
secure  and  reliable  way  to   
support our Church. 

To set up monthly ACH payments, contact Sue 
Overturf in the Church Office at 402-564-8463 or 
sue.overturf@columbusfumc.com. 

Help us clear these 
“slow pokes” 

out of the Scrip box! 
 

Bed, Bath & Beyond $25 
(online only) 
Big Apple Bagels  $5 
Famous Footwear $25 
Hobby Lobby  $25 
Jimmy Johns  $25 
Long John Silvers  $10 
(outside Columbus) 
Lowe’s   $25 
Panda Express  $25 
Panera Bread  $10 
Papa Murphy’s  $10 
(outside Columbus) 
Under Armour  $25 



 

 

September 2025

CUNNINGHAM, Sarah & Reeve 09/02 GARRETSON, Catherine & Tim 09/09

SCHINDLER, Jana & Kelly 09/03 CHAMPLIN, Steven & Holly 09/10

FLUCKIGER, Duane & Laurie 09/04 SCOTT, Andrew & Jamie 09/13

MCELFRESH, Jim & Dianna 09/04 RIGSBY, Katie & Michael 09/15

POLANCO, Amy & Julian 09/05 BOSWELL, Dave & Suanne 09/18

SNYDER, Rich & Jamie 09/07

ONCZA, Michael 09/01 HILL, Miles 09/17

WESTRING, Layla 09/01 KITT, Hannah 09/17

TROTTER, Jason 09/02 SCHAEFER, Arlee 09/17

MEEK, Deb 09/03 KEEP, Becky 09/18

WHITED, Susan 09/04 WEIL, Bev 09/18

COOK, Chris 09/05 HASSEBROOK, Gaylene 09/19

GAEDEKE, Chris 09/06 HUNT, Sharon 09/19

KOSCH, Shelly 09/06 HUDNALL, Lillian 09/21

MUELLER, Bruce 09/06 BELL, Tadan 09/22

BORGMAN, Sarah 09/08 GALLEY, Nick 09/22

SCHIEFELBEIN, Darla 09/08 OLCOTT, Jessica 09/22

BECKER, Max 09/10 CARLSON, Andrew 09/23

BORGMAN, Scott 09/10 INGRAM, Miriam 09/23

MERRILL, Mark 09/10 REEVES, Kelli 09/23

PODLISKA, Vern 09/11 RYTHER, Diane 09/23

SLADEK, Phyllis 09/11 WINDLE, Rachel 09/23

SHANNON, John 09/12 CHAMPLIN, Steven 09/24

HEULE, John 09/14 KRACL, Denise 09/24

MUELLER, Graeme 09/14 SCHIEFELBEIN, Dan 09/24

NAYLOR, Jeff 09/14 BENNE, Hannah 09/25

THOMS, Chris 09/14 VERING, Chris 09/26

FRENCH, Beth 09/15 DRIVER, Katie 09/27

GREENE, Luke 09/15 LOSEKE, Arlene 09/27

LOSEKE, Glenn XYZ 09/15 RANGE, Pamela 09/27

METCALFE, Nevaya 09/15 ALT, Andy 09/28

EVANS, Jon 09/16 FREDRICKSON, Jayne 09/28

Anniversaries

Birthdays



 

 

The Kids 

 
Youth Sunday is Coming 

 
October 19, 2025 

 
8:00 and 10:30 services 

 
An interpretative telling of some of the 

parables of Jesus.   Be prepared for some 
laughter and some drama. 

 
MYTT will also present visual  

interpretation to music. 
 

Baked Potato and Ice Cream  
Sundae Bar  

 
Following the 10:30 service 

September 15-30 
 

Several members of the Alaska Youth  
Mission Team are hosting an Eileen’s 

Cookies fundraiser. 
 

These are youth/chaperones who are unable 
to participate in some of our other  

fundraisers. 
 

Those selling are: 
Miles Hill 

Kynnlee and Courtney Hamling 
Izzy and Melody King 

Sarah Steffen 
Chris and Asthon Thoms 

Jordie Schindel 
 

Pizza Ranch Tip Night 
 

Alaska Mission Team 
 

Thursday, September 25 
 

The team will receive 100% of tips placed in 
the tip jar at the counter and 10% of sales 

 between 5-8 pm. 

The Youth are looking for coins for the chil-
dren to put in the offering vortex this year.  If 
you have some loose change you would be 
willing to share with the kids, please drop it off 
at the church.  
 
All of the proceeds from the coin vortex will 
be used for the church Food Pantry and Bless-
ing Box.   



 

 

The “Want” Ads  

 

The Green Team   
 

 
 

The Green Team is looking for a few  
extra people to help with recycling 
efforts at the Church and Outreach 
Center. Recycling is gathered on 

Wednesday mornings. It usually takes 
45 minutes to an hour to collect and 

stage the recycling for pick-up. 
 

Thank you for considering this     
worthwhile project. We are striving  

to become a Green Church! 
 

For more informaƟon and training, call 
Rodney at 402-910-8434. 

Scrip cards are a handy way to 
take care of everything from 
your gift-giving to grocery    
buying needs. Purchase on   

Sunday mornings between or  
after church services, or stop by 

the office anytime Monday 
through Thursday between 

7:30 AM and 6 PM. 
 

Call-in orders are welcome! 

First UMC Food Pantry Needs 
Our community food pantry is serving 
more people than ever! The following 
items are needed on an ongoing basis: 
 

● Canned meat, chicken and tuna 

● 16 oz peanut butter and jelly 

● Cereal, Pop Tarts and breakfast bars 

● Spaghetti and canned spaghetti sauce 

● Canned fruit and applesauce 

● Canned soups; chunky soups 

 

No glass containers, please! 

Discover Your Spiritual GiŌs! 
 
No  need  to  change  your  schedule  to       
accommodate  a  workshop  Ɵme.  Just    
contact Lisa Nielsen in the Church Office at 
402-564-8463 and  arrange  a  Ɵme  that’s 
convenient for you! 
 
“We  are  God’s  masterpiece.  He  has       
created us anew in Christ Jesus so we can 
do the good things he planned for us long 
ago.”      Ephesians 2:10 



 

 

 

Church Worship 
 

Sunday 8 AM Worship  
 

Sunday JAM (Jesus and Me) — 9 AM 
All ages! 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
 

Outreach Center 
Worship 

 

Wednesday Nite JAM — 6:30 PM 
(all ages, August—May) 

 

Re...Worship—11 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook Page   
First UMC & Outreach Center  

Columbus, NE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

YouTube Channel   
First UMC & Outreach Center  

Columbus, NE 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Keunsik Lee 

pastor.k@columbusfumc.com 
 

Director of Outreach Center  
& Ministries 

Rex Hash 
rex.hash@columbusfumc.com 

 

Director of Children and 
Youth Ministry 
Sarah Borgman 

sarah.borgman@columbusfumc.com 
 

Business Coordinator 
Sue Overturf 

sue.overturf@columbusfumc.com 
 

Coordinator of Communications  
& Laity Development 

Lisa Nielsen 
lisa.nielsen@columbusfumc.com 

 

Volunteer Parish Nurse 
Martha Davidson 

mldavidson42@gmail.com 
 

Volunteer Congregational Care Assistant 
Lana Walker 

lanawalkerd@yahoo.com 
 

Front Desk Volunteers 
Contact the office 

for more information! 

 
 

Columbus First United Methodist Church 
 

www.columbusfumc.com 

Church 
2710 14th Street 

402-564-8463 

Outreach Center 
3602 16th Street 

 

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday, 7:30 AM to 6 PM 
 

The Church Office is open over the lunch hour. 
 

Call the Church Office for admittance to the building. 


